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THE Annual Leys Festival returned 
to signal the start of summer, as 
people of all ages were treated 

to a fun filled afternoon with the 
addition of glorious sunshine. 

This year’s community 
gathering had a variety of stalls 
and activities including crafts, an 
unusual display of mini-beasts, 
DIY face painting and even a 
Polish stall to reflect the diversity 
of the community. There were 
lots of opportunities to engage 
in sport with a penalty shootout, 
badminton and table tennis 
among other activities. 

As well as the attractions 
there were also performances on 
the main stage by a number of 
different acts including traditional 
Polish Tatras, the only sign 
language choir in Oxfordshire, a 
toddler dance troupe and a mixed 
martial arts display. 

Tim Casswell and his wife, 
Jenifer Latrobe from Yorkshire 
made the trip down south to 
provide the festival with a 'Dream 
Tent’ where people across the 
Leys could write their thoughts , 
feelings, and aspirations down ona 
wall. 

Tim said: “Our aim is to draw 
people in and encourage them to 
express their frustrations of living 
on the Leys but to also dream of 


what kind of legend the place 
could become. | think there are a 
lot of positives for this community 
with people welcoming others 
from different backgrounds. There 
are encouraging signs of people 
being creative here and taking the 
initiative to aspire to something 
better. People round here are 
doing some pioneering stuff.” 

“A main concern we have found 
through the dream tent is the 
frustration of young people living 
on the Leys at the limited lack of 
opportunities even though they 
are keen to express themselves.” 

Annelise Dodds who recently 
succeeded Andrew Smith as MP for 
Oxford East at last month's General 
Election was also at the event and 
understands the frustration of 
young people. 

She said: “I'm pleased to be 
promoted to the front bench as 
it will give me more of a platform 
to speak for the people of the 
Leys. | think that young people 
in Blackbird Leys are already 
very ambitious. There are a lot 
of amazing things happening in 
our community but one of the 
major issues is that the cost of 
living is very high, we need more 
social housing. We need to ensure 
education at a higher level is more 
accessible for young people.” 

Speaking of the Festival Mrs 
Dodds said: “It's been absolutely 
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brilliant. | particularly enjoyed the 
dog display and it's great to have 
all the local community groups 
here as well.” 

One of the local community 
groups at the event was The 
Oxford Polish Association who 
had a number of stalls including 
face painting, crafts and giveaway 
multi-national flags. The Polish 
Association worked closely 
alongside Oxford City Council, The 
Blackbird Academy Trust Schools 
and Oxford City Council to bring 
the event together. 

Ewa Gluza from Oxford who 
ran one of the stalls said: “I am 
so proud to be promoting Polish 
culture here today through our 
Stalls and customs like Tartra 
dancing which is very similar to 
the British Morris dancing. The 
Polish Oxford Association really 
helps give us a sense of identity 
so we can co-operate with our 
neighbours and engage with the 
wider community. The Leys is a 
very diverse place and our stalls 
help reflect that through the 
different flags we have on display.” 

Ewa has been involved with 
organising the event since 
November and praised passionate 
and professional people coming 
together to help make it happen. 


Continued on page 3 


NEW signs proclaiming Oxford as a cycling 
city will be installed on all 11 roads entering 
the city centre. The aim is to remind motorists yd ing ci sig ns 0 
to be more aware and respectful towards 
Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. cyclists, and set a statement of intent for the b 
Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Peter city. a insta e on a 
Nowland and Pat Stannard. For contact and further details see page 5. Oxford City Council's long-term vision — set 
out in the recently-published draft Vision 2050 
— is to create safe and accessible cycling routes entrances to Oxfo ra 
BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD across the city to help tackle congestion and 


Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, 0X3 ORB reduce air pollution. 


T 07961 121704 E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk In 2011, 17 per cent of commuters cycled to 
Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 0X4 7UZ work in Oxford. The aim, through incremental as S a emen had in en 
T 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 ime i i 


changes over time, is to replicate the success 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD of Oxford’s twinned city Leiden, where 70 per 

Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, OX4 10U cent of people commute by bicycle. 

T 07767 311425 E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk The 11 new signs branding Oxford “a 

Jennifer Pegg — Labour cycling city” will go up as additions to the 

T 07525 720599 E: cllrjpegg@oxford.gov.uk existing “welcome to the city of Oxford” 
markers, which also explain Oxford’s twinned 
cities and that Oxford is a previous winner of 

LEYS DIVISION Britain in Bloom. 

Deborah Mcllveen— Labour. 17 Three Corners Road, Oxford 0X4 7UF It is believed to be the first time a UK city 

Œ 01865 727824 & 07941 785538 has installed such signs. The first sign, in Marsh 
Lane, was unveiled in by the Lord Mayor of 

j Oxford, Councillor Jean Fooks. The scheme 
Anneliese Dodds — Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. was suggested by Jake Backus from Cyclox at 
E: anneliesedoddsmp@gmail.com the Oxford Cycling Forum, which Oxford City 


Council chairs. It follows Cyclox’s ‘Rights and 
Responsibilities’ campaign, which sets out 
ADVERTISEMENT how cyclists and drivers should behave within 
Oxford. 

Councillor Louise Upton said: “As well as 
reminding drivers to be more aware of cyclists 
within Oxford city centre, these new signs 
will be a statement of intent from Oxford City 
Council. Our long-term aim is to replicate 


Leiden and significantly increase the number said: “I'm delighted that Oxford will officially Jake Backus, Cyclox Committee member, 
of people commuting to work by bike. This be proclaimed ‘a cycling city' at the grand said: “It would be great if other cities follow 
obviously won't happen overnight, but this opening on Monday. Cycling is a great way Oxford's lead to also declare themselves 
is one step towards that goal. Getting more to get around our city: it's great for people's cycling cities. It is low cost and supports an 
people cycling is key to how we see the city health, helps reduce air pollution and ambition to have healthier more sustainable 
developing. It is one of the best ways wecan congestion, and can be much quicker than cities which are people versus vehicle 
S dr R CC H I L D S reduce congestion and pollution - and it will going by car as well! I hope that this initiative focussed and will encourage some people to 
Pa ae pa " also help people stay fit and healthy.” will encourage more and more people totry give walking and cycling a go for all or part of 
FUNERAL SERVICES Anneliese Dodds, MP for Oxford East, getting on their bike.” their journey.” 
Pharmacy House 142 Catford Roed 
tendo Rod Cove First Smart Oxford Playable ay Commission Shortlist announced 
eadinztom Oxford 
Osford OXI JAA Oka IEA WATERSHED and Smart Oxford are opportunities for connection between 


Tel: 01865 427372 Tek OTRAS 7147 


the diverse populations who live, visit and 
work within Oxford. 

This is the first time the Playable City 
model has been used in the UK outside of 
the annual Award and over 80 entries were 
received from 28 countries around the 
world. 

In addition to the £30,000 award, 


delighted to announce the shortlist for 
the very first Smart Oxford Playable City 
Commission 2017. 

H The Parache Courtland Road 4 Elms Parade From mysterious creatures appearing 

Caton Road Rashiti Batley on city streets eager to make new friends, 
Radbington (1X5 TEE Cixtend OXA 4H Ciahord UXT FLL to forbidden buttons that connect the 

Tel +s SIDE fe ISS TT2TRO lok OLS MSi curious of Oxford, each of the shortlisted 

projects has found creative ways to 


[2] wwwrchildscouk  infoderchildscouk celebrate the Shared City theme. people and play at the heart of Oxford. the R&D commission offers the winner 
We specialise in repatriation ta and from the UK Artists, designers, technologists and Responding to the theme of Shared City, dedicated practical support and guidance 
creative practitioners were challenged applicants proposed using smart city to realize their ideas. The winning idea will 
Part of Dignity ple. A British Company to propose distinctive ideas that put technology in innovative ways to create be unveiled in Oxford in November. 
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Continued from front page choir for British Sign Language in but have now started integrating it in 
Oxfordshire who performed a routine their households and they've found its 
Kevin Phillps from Greater Leys who was to Bob Marley's 'One Love’. Christine helped them through communication 
enjoying a game of Badminton with Deblaze, originally from Canada started and eradicating feelings of isolation. We 
his son Aaron said: “With the fantastic up Handy Voices two years ago and in that are delighted to be have been given the 
weather, the community spirit and the time they've already won two national opportunity to perform here today and 
amount of stalls it's all very good. competitions for their recognition for sign it's fantastic to celebrate the equality and 
"It's a great opportunity for me and language. diversity of the Leys which will help drive 
my boy to spend some quality time She said: “We are a mixed group of us closer together going forward.” 
together and my other son's been having people who are deaf or hard of hearing Handy Voices is still a relativity small 
ago at penalty shout out too. It's a great and we perform dance routines into British group but anyone is welcome to come 
community thing for adults who used sign language. | take all the songs and along including those with no signing 
to go to school together to catch up and translate them into signlanguage and we experience. They currently meet at the 
for kids to meet new friends ina different perform to show people the music in a Oxford Deaf Centre on Monday nights 
environment.” more visual way.” but are starting up a new session in 
One of the highlights of the afternoon “We have members who have deaf September. 
was Handy Voices, the only community relatives who previously didn't use signing 
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1. What activities would you like to see happen for the Over 50s at the Clockhouse? 
Help the Clockhouse 
e e 
a nd WI n shoppi ng vouchers! 2. When would you like to come to the Clockhouse morning, afternoon or evening? 


THE Clockhouse Project bring together local Over 50's to make 

good things happen in our community. We give support to help 3. Is there anything that stops you coming to the Clockhouse (such as transport)? 
tackle isolation, boost health and well-being, develop new skills 

and interest and live life to the full. 

We would like to know how we can improve what takes ; aa i 
place at the Clockhouse. Please can you answer the following 4. Would you like to volunteer for the Clockhouse (Befriending or volunteer driver)? 
questions and return the form to me at the Clockhouse , 

Blackbird Leys Community Centre (Glow Hall) or the Blackbird 


Leys Library. 5. Do you know anyone who would like to come to the Clockhouse? 
All completed entries will put into a draw to win a Shopping 

voucher for £10. 

E Contact Dawn Williams Name Phone 

clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 

01865 395908 Address 
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THAMES Valley Police (TVP) 

and Oxford City Council have 
launched a joint high-visibility 
initiative to tackle street drinking, 
begging, and public drug supply 
and use in Oxford city centre and 
to safeguard those involved at 
risk of criminal exploitation. 

This initiative is part of a local 
response to the exploitation of 
children and vulnerable people 
by drug-dealing gangs coming 
from both larger cities, which 
had been identified as a national 
issue, and the local area. 

Joint patrols are focusing on 
the busiest areas of the city centre 
and individuals associated with 
the highest levels of harm and 
demand. Evidence collected 
in Oxford has shown that 
most of the people engaged 
in street anti-social behaviour 
have entrenched issues with 
drug addiction, and some 
also suffer from mental health 
problems and domestic abuse. 
This leaves many vulnerable 
to criminal exploitation. TVP 
and the City Council, working 
with Oxfordshire County 
Council, voluntary and charity 
sector organisations have well 
developed processes to identify, 
engage and support those at risk. 

The joint work is a staged 
process, tackling criminal 
activities, robustly challenging 


Tackling anti-social behaviour 
and criminal exploitation of 
vulnerable people 


unacceptable behaviour and 
giving individuals opportunities 
to make changes to avoid ending 
up in court. 

Supt Joe Kidman, Local Police 
Commander for Oxford City, 
said: “A culture of anti-social 
street behaviour makes it harder 
for individuals to disentangle 
themselves and live safe, healthy 
and fulfilling lives. It also supports 
a significant market of chaotic 
drug use. From our policing 
operations, we can directly 
connect that drug market, 
including money gathered from 
begging, to the exploitation of 
children in our city to deal Class 
A drugs, and drug dealing gangs 
attracted in from outside. In both 
cases we can link this to violence, 
including the carrying and use of 
knives. 

“We are proud of the 
compassionate approach of 
our city to those in need. The 
lifestyle associated with antisocial 
street behaviour is chronically 
dangerous for the health and 
wellbeing of those involved. We 
also need to challenge the wider 


risks to our community, especially 
our children, and ensure that 

the city centre is and feels safe 

for everybody who lives, works, 
studies or visits here.” 

Councillor Tom Hayes, Oxford 
City Council Board Member for 
Community Safety, said: “People 
who beg are some of the most 
vulnerable in our society, and this 
council is committed to getting 
support for those who want it, 
and safeguarding those at risk 
of exploitation. We're in daily 
touch with vulnerable people— 
listening, advising, and organising 
referrals to get the long-term 
help they need. 

“Oxford is one of the country’s 
most compassionate and 
generous cities. | encourage 
everybody who wants to help 
vulnerable people to give what 
they can to charities like Turning 
Point, or SMART. Working closely 
with charities, the police, and 
support services, this council is 
determined to do all it can for the 
most vulnerable members of our 
society.” 


AFTER a very successful 

2016 event which raised over 
£24,000, the Oxford Big Sleep 
Out returns to raise vital funds 
that will help local people break 
the cycle of homelessness. The 
theme for the event will be 
“Sleep out — speak out — stand 
out” 

Oxford is facing a 
homelessness crisis. The 
number of people sleeping 
rough is increasing by 50% 
year on year. On top of this, 
the vital work of the leading 
homeless charities in Oxford is 
under intense pressure. Cuts of 
up to 65% could see charities 
forced to cut services, leading 
to more local people vulnerable 
to homelessness or insecure 
housing. 

By signing up for the 
Oxford Big Sleep Out people 
will be helping the most 
vulnerable people in the city 
to access secure housing, work 
experience, education and 
employment. All funds raised 
will be split between Aspire 
Oxford and Oxford Homeless 
Pathways. 

During the evening there 
will be live music, speakers, 
refreshments from Abundance 
Oxford and Disco Soup, 
interactive community stalls 
and a film showing of “Not just 
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The Oxford Big 
Sleep Out is back 


homeless” made by Aspire 
Oxford and Oxford Homeless 
Pathways. 

The Sleep Out starts at 
10pm and participants will be 
asked to find somewhere to 
bed down for the night armed 
with just warm clothing, your 
sleeping bag and a cardboard 
shelter. Hot drinks and food will 
be available in the morning and 


the event will finish at 7am. 
Registration costs just £10 to 
help cover the event costs. 

The organisers are asking 
people to raise at least £100 
in sponsorship to help local 
people put homelessness 
behind them for good. There 
are also a limited number of 
tickets available for the evening 
only. 


E Saturday 7 October at Hill End Outdoor Centre, Oxford 
To register for the Oxford Big Sleep Out call 01865 204450 
www.aspireoxford.co.uk/support-us/big-sleepout/ 
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DON’T LET YOUR RUBBISH BE 
ILLEGALLY DUMPED 


through your door. 


(01865) 249811 


live. 


BUILDING A WORLD CLASS CITY FOR EVERYONE 


People are advertising to clear rubbish in your area 
which is often fly-tipped in and around Oxford. 


We want to hear from you if you receive a leaflet 
Contact saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk or telephone 
Fly-tippers face prosecution with a maximum penalty 


of imprisonment, or an on the spot fine of £400. 


Help us to keep Oxfordshire a clean and safe place to 
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New funding 
programme supports 
county's businesses 


OXFORDSHIRE Local Enterprise 
Partnership (OxLEP) is providing 
£200,000 in grant funding 
through its OBS Growth Hub 
team to support start-up and 
growing small businesses in the 
county as part of a new initiative. 

150 businesses attended 
the launch at the Sheldonian 
Theatre in Oxford. 

Businesses will be able to 
apply during six rounds of 
awards between now and the 
middle of 2019. 

Heather Martin from OxLEP 
said: “This is a really fantastic 
opportunity for some of our 
smallest businesses to secure 
funding, even before they start 
trading. It is not very often that 
SMEs, especially new businesses, 
are offered such grant support. 
We are certainly hoping to see 
plenty of applications from them 
for our Elevate grants.” 

Oxfordshire has seen strong 
growth in recent years — with 
over 45,000 new jobs being 


number of VAT-registered 
businesses in the county go up 
by 8.5% - a figure OxLEP is keen 
to see rise even further. 

Nigel Tipple, Chief Executive 
of OxLEP said: “In Oxfordshire - 
we have continued to grow our 
economy dynamically. We are 


The new Elevate programme 
is completely free to use and 
aims to help small and medium 
sized enterprises to prosper and 
create jobs. 

250 of the county's business 
community gathered at the 
Sheldonian Theatre in 


created in the county over the Oxford at the Elevate over 50% of the way to reaching 
past five years and it is hoped launch event. Distinguished our 2031 target of 85,600 new 
the grant funding opportunity entrepreneur Keith Abel, jobs. Much of this is driven by 


small businesses in Oxford." 
Cllr Bob Price, Leader of 
Oxford City Council, said: “It 
is important to maintain and 
develop Oxford’s dynamic 
base of new and growing 
businesses and to create the 
new employment opportunities 
which they will offer. This 
programme will fill a niche 
area of funding support for 
entrepreneurs and small 
businesses who want to invest 
in their plans and grow more 
quickly." 


will support more small 
businesses to grow. 

Heather added: “When 
businesses are small, typically 
employing a very small number 
of people, we know there is a 
need to help inject new skills 
and support. These grants will 
provide additional funds for 
projects which can help them 
grow, create new jobs and 
launch new services or products. 
It is the kind of support that's 
priceless.” 

Between £1,000 and £8,000 
is on offer in the form of ‘match 
funding’ with each successful 
award. It is available for 
business-to-business enterprises 
and some consumer-facing 
businesses. 


whose own organic vegetable 
delivery business Abel & Cole 
grew to become a national 
success, described how vital 
it was for him to have support 
and encouragement when he 
launched his own venture. 
Alongside its grants, the 
OBS Elevate programme also 
includes 96 workshops ona 
range of vital skills and a team of 
Network Navigators who work 
with entrepreneurs to guide and 
support them. 
Between 2014 and 2016, 
Oxfordshire has seen the 


Free educational courses 
at the Oxford Academy 


OXFORD Academy are offering Maths and English GCSE for adults starting in September. 
The courses are completely free of charge and take place one evening per week term time only. 


Win £1000 in cash prizes 
in the Young Oxfordshire 
Writers competition 


WRITERS in Oxford (WiO) is 
running a competition this 
summer for young Oxfordshire 
writers, aged 18-30, with £1000 
being distributed in cash prizes. 
Submissions of 500 words, either 
fiction or non-fiction - and 
which can have been previously 
published - are invited ona 
piece of writing called ‘Inspired 
by Oxford. 

There will be five cash prizes: 
two prizes of £350 and three of 
£100. 

Philip Pullman, one of 
group's founder members, 
will be Honorary Chair of the 
competition's judging panel. 
The deadline for entries is 1 
September 2017. Winners will 
be announced at WiO's 25th 
Anniversary party, in November 
2017, and published on the 
organisation's website. 

The competition is being used 


in terms of its structure, 
resonance, and power of 
language. Quite simply, we want 
impact, whether you are stirring, 
lyrical, polemical; whether you 
lure us into a gripping tale or 
stop us in our tracks with the 
passionate cogency of your 
argument." 


to promote Writers in Oxford 
to younger writers, with 25 
competition entrants being 
given two years of honorary 
membership. 

Robert Bullard, Chair of 
Writers in Oxford said the judges 
are looking for "Writing which 
they find the most memorable 


Parish Council 


Tuesday 29 August, 7pm 


Meeting held in Jack Argent Room, 
BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 

Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John 
Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Peter Nowland and 
Pat Stannard. 


Phone (9am-5pm) 07754 271831 
Email bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 


go to the community website 
www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk Mer 
Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council * 
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Oxford City Council awards £6,250 to help communities across Oxford 


OXFORD City Council has 
provided over £6,250 to 
community groups and charities 
to help run projects across the 
city. This was part of the second 
round of funding from the small 
grants programme.Community 
organisations, voluntary 

groups, charities, not for profit 


train volunteers. 

@ £500 to the Cheney over 

50's Club to contribute towards 
speakers fees. 

@ £1,500 to the Children’s 
Allotment to contribute towards 
skip and equipment hire to 

help with clearing the site and 
planning fees. 


organisations with an income of 
less than £200,000 per annum 
can apply for these grants 
provided they have a formal 
constitution and bank account. 
Recent beneficiaries of the wards 
include: 

@ £2,500 to the Archway 
Foundation to help recruit and 


meetings. 
@ £800 to the Nigerian 


safeguarding. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
C¥recycle for Oxford E : 
a 
è E | AAA 
Your guide to Wa 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


recycling in Oxford 


& www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling 
sm recycling@oxford.gov.uk 

& 01865 249811 

y recycle4oxford 

Fi recycle4oxford 


uf 


fàn fff 


oTo 
© Right thing... 
® Right bin... 


a 
Right time... 
Right place... - 


A 


fii, 


HEHHEE ENNE 
-= p E & 
Í- -= n u a 
HHEEEE & 


@ £250 to M&A for room hire 
charges for a women’s group 


Community in Oxford to help 
with training volunteers in 


@ £400 to the Oxford 50+ 
Network to contribute towards 


the Older Peoples Day in 
October. 

@ £320 for the Village Hall 
in Littlemore for volunteer 
training. 


learn about their culture and 
heritage. 

The third and last round of 
the small grants programme 
closes on the 11 August 2017. 


@ £250 to the African Families 


in the UK to contribute towards 


children an opportunity to 


room hire for an event to give 


E For more info go to 
www.oxford.gov.uk/grants 


If music be the food 
of love...play on 


Twelfth Night at the 
Bodleian Library reviewed 
by SARAH EDWARDS 


THE Bodleian Library in Oxford, 
asummer’s evening, a glass of 
wine and the latest adaptation of 
Shakespeare's Twelfth Night-quite 
frankly what's NOT to love? 

The Watermill Theatre and 
Oxford Playhouse have brought 
the production to the historic Old 
Schools Quadrangle and although 
this is the latest in a long line of new 
versions of the play, it was in every 
sense a triumph. 

The setting alone creates an 
incredible atmosphere that is 
intimate, engaging and exciting and 
the players themselves were truly 
fantastic. 

The production is set to jazz- 
known for its heady improvisatory 
freedom so very well suited to 
Twelfth Night and its comic asides 
and playful digressions. 

The play is crammed with comedy 
and saucy overtones and loads of 
brilliant music so if you are after cross 
dressing, sexual ambiguity and a bit 
of cheeky humour then this could be 
your perfect summer's evening. 

Twelfth Night is a tale of 
unrequited love — hilarious and 
heart-breaking. Twins are separated 
in a shipwreck, and forced to fend for 
themselves in a strange land. The first 
twin, Viola, falls in love with Orsino, 
who dotes on Olivia, who falls for 
Viola but is idolised by Malvolio. Enter 
Sebastian, who is the spitting image 
of his twin sister. It all makes for a 
very interesting couple of hours! 

Widely considered to be 
Shakespeare's greatest comedy, this 


is a brilliantly bittersweet account 
of "the whirligig of time" and is the 
play that kicks off with lovesick Duke 
Orsino declaring that “If music be 
the food of love, play on” which 
immediately links music, food and 
love. It is Orsino’s way of making it 
quite clear that he needs to ease 

his unrequited passion and wants a 
feast of sensuality-and he won't rest 
until he gets it. 

Music is a big part of this play, and 
has been a focus of all the different 
adaptations that have been performed 
over the years. Heart wrenching and 
emotional, the score sets the scene 
brilliantly for what is to follow. 

Orsino is not the only character to 
call on music to ease his emotional 
turmoil, Viola sees it to get into the 
Duke's court and court jester or fool 
Feste is less comic and more song/ 
story teller performing verses that 
are happy, sad and insightful. 

The performers were all, without 
exception, superb. Acting, dancing, 
singing and playing a vast variety 
of instruments to an audience who 
were hanging on their every word- 
they brought incredible energy and 
excitement to the Bodleian and 
certainly left me wanting more. 


E Twelfth Night by The 
Watermill Theatre with The 
Oxford Playhouse will be at The 
Bodleian Library, Oxford until 
August 4. If you don’t see any 
other theatre this summer, | urge 
you to see this. You will love it. 


E For tickets visit 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com 


ISSUE146 August/September 2017 


News 7 


k 


Stories in the Secret Garden 


THE Story Museum in Pembroke Street, 
Oxford is transforming its courtyard to 
recreate the Secret Garden from Frances 
Hodgson Burnett’s beloved children’s classic. 

The Secret Garden has delighted 
generations of children, many of whom have 
no doubt dreamt of also uncovering a key to 
a magical hidden walled garden of their own. 
Now The Story Museum in Oxford is offering 
visitors the chance to experience exactly this, 
by discovering the museum's very own secret 
garden. 

With the help of a team of expert 
designers and makers, the museum has 
transformed part of its courtyard into a 
beautiful garden paradise. Visitors will be 
able to join the museum’s Story Guides for 
an interactive family storytelling sessions, in 
which they will work together to solve the 
mystery and uncover the key to unlock a very 
special garden. 

Isy Mead, Learning and Participation 
manager for The Story Museum said: “We 
can't wait to welcome visitors to our beautiful 
Secret Garden installation at The Story 
Museum. Whether you've been a life-long 
fan, or this is your first introduction to Frances 
Hodgson Burnett's much-loved novel, this 
is a lovely way for families to create stories 
together.” 

Stories in the Secret Garden takes place 
at 11.30am and 2.30pm weekdays until 1 
September. The activity is included with 
museum entry, but spaces are limited and are 
reserved on arrival. 

The Story Museum is a registered charity 


with a vision is to enrich lives, particularly 
young lives, through story. It does this by 
providing great ways of engaging with 
great stories in the museum in the centre of 
Oxford and through work in schools and the 
community. 

The museum opened to the public in 
2014 after a first stage of capital works and 
is currently raising funds for ‘Chapter 2’ to 
continue the development of its site and to 
bring the whole building into use. 

During 2017, alongside a regular 
programme of immersive and interactive 
exhibitions and events, The Story Museum is 
asking audiences to suggest which stories and 
story-related objects should become part of 
the finished Museum's collection. 


E More info is available at www. 
storymuseum.org.uk 


My work 


experience week 


BY SCARLETT ANDERTON 


MY EXPERIENCE at The Community 
Media Group started when | applied 
for a one week work experience about 
six months ago. Driven by my desire 

to be a journalist, | wanted to discover 
more about a profession that was both 
appealing and unfamiliar to me. 

Once | was offered the opportunity, 
| was excited to know | would be able 
to receive an authentic experience ina 
field | was truly interested in, and as my 
last work experience was at a nursery 
despite my complete lack of ability to 
communicate with children, this came as 
a huge relief. My excitement, however, 
was stunted by my knowledge that | 
was probably going to spend my days 
making coffee and printing copies. | was 
wrong. 

Within an hour of arriving | was 
already being taught about how a 
hyperlocal social enterprise, like The 
Community Media Group, is run, and 
within two hours I was sat at a desk 
researching for my very own article. 

Through this experience | think | 
have learnt quite a lot about journalism. 
Firstly, as said before, about how a social 
enterprise is run and how to research 


ADVERTISEMENT 


an article, but also about the key, easily 
forgotten details you need to know to be 
able to write a powerful and memorable 
article; such as the ideal sentence and 
paragraph length. 

| also learnt about the benefits a 
not-for-profit local paper can have on 
the community: by providing locally 
relevant news for free, The Community 
Media Group is helping to bring together 
a community, whilst also providing 
opportunities and training to people 
who would otherwise struggle. 

These were all valuable lessons 
but without a doubt the most 
valuable lessons | have learnt were 
about the different pathways into 
journalism. Before this week | was 
completely unaware of how specific 
the requirements are to become a 
correspondent, and I have ended this 
week with a whole new respect for the 
vocation. 

Overall | am really glad | came to The 
Community Media Group for my work 
experience because | have left it with 
a new found certainty to an ambition 
| have had for a long time. Over the 
coming years | am definitely going to 
explore the profession further and take 
steps towards hopefully becoming a 
journalist myself one day. 


Keep busy this 
summer with 
the Leys CDI 


THE LEYS CDI is running another exciting 
Summer Project for children and young 
people, aged 9-15, until 25 August in 
Blackbird Leys. The project is open every 
weekday from 10am-4pm. 

All children and young people living in or 
close to Blackbird Leys are welcome and the 
cost is £2 per day. 

Activities include swimming, ice skating, 
multi-sports, kids café, Zumba, roller jam, 
video workshops, music technology, street 
art, screen printing workshops, newsletter 


workshops, streetdance projects, table tennis 
tournaments and a daytrip to Thorpe park. 


The Leys CDI welcomes all children and 
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young people to this exciting four week 
project, culminating in a Summer Finale on 
Friday, 25 August. During the evening children 
and young people show off their new skills 
and celebrate their many talents together 
with the Leys Community. 
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Keep 
busy this 
summer 


IT HAS finally arrived, the six weeks 
we all spend practically our whole 
year waiting for. Six weeks of free 
time, six weeks you're able to spend 
with friends and family, six weeks of 
summer holiday. Whether you're a 
young person, or the parent of one 
it’s almost impossible to deny that the 
taste of freedom is certainly sweet. 

Even though summer holidays are 
seen as being for and about children, | 
think it’s time we help out the adults, 
because while children fall asleep 
dreaming of the adventures that 
summer will bring, parents have to 
stay up planning these adventures. 

So to help the unsung hero of the 
summer holiday, | have compiled a 
collection of fun, interesting activities 
to keep everyone entertained, which 
won't break, or in most circumstances 
even touch, the bank. 

Whether you're looking for 
something for the whole family, 
something to get teens excited or 
something to give yourself a break, 
I've found it for you. 


Photo: Christian Guthier | commons.wikimedia.org 


Ashmolean Museum - Why not take the 
whole family out for the day to perhaps 
the most famous Oxford museum? Being 
the world’s first ever university museum 
it is sure to be both educational and 
entertaining for every one of all ages. 
Free. Open every week Tuesday-Sunday, 
10am-5pm, and bank holiday Mondays. 
Beaumont Street. 


Find this mask at the Pitt Rivers Museum. 


Pitt Rivers — This museum differs from 
the rest because it displays purely human 
history. Marvel at man’s wonderful 
creations over time and immerse yourself 
in the culture of the past. Free. Open 
every week Tuesday-Sunday, 10am- 
4.30pm, and bank holiday Mondays. 
South Parks Road. 


The Secret Garden - Ideal for the 
younger ones in your family, go along 

to unlock the mysteries of the story 
museum's very own secret garden, the 
ideal experience for those with overactive 
imaginations and the perfect way to bond 
as you create stories together. 


Free, but limited spaces, so be sure 
to reserve at the door on the day. 30 
minute sessions run every week 
day, 11.30am-2.30pm, from 24 July 
to 1 September. The Story Museum, 
Rochester House. 


Family Gallery Trail — Rather than 
watch shows about daring knights, 
corrupt kings and strong queens, why 
not take the family out to discover 
Oxford's very own royal connections? 
Explore museums and town halls, and 
keep kids on their feet! 

Free. Runs Daily from 22 July to 30 
September, 10am-5pm. Meet at the Gift 
Shop of the Museum of Oxford. 


ABC...Story! - Yet another event held 
at the story museum, this is designed 
specifically for children from 0-3 years, 
so new parents take note! The sessions 
include a welcome, a story, an activity 
and a chance for both kids and parents 
to socialise. 

£3.50 p/p. Runs on 
1/4/5/8/11/12/15/18/22/25/29 of August. 
10.30am-11.30am. 


Relaxed Visit — The third and final event 
on this list run by The Story Museum 

is designed specifically for children 

with Autism, Learning difficulties and 
Communication disorders. Experience 
the best this museum has to offer in a 
relaxed and stress-free environment. 
Free. 6 August, 4pm-5pm. Call 01865 
790050, or email tickets@storymuseum. 
org.uk to book a place. 


The Leys Play and Activity Day - With 
opportunities such as Drumming, 
Bouldering, Arts and Crafts, Face 


Painting, Giant Bubble Blowing, Biking, 
Body Zorbing and much more all free 
of charge, this activity day is every 
family’s dream! No matter what you're 
going to enjoy, you'll be sure to find it 
here. Perfect for parents with kids of all 
ages. 

Free. 27 July, 11am-3pm. Frys Hill Park. 


Finding a way to get teens off the 
screens and out of the house can be 
tough, but these ideas are sure to get 
them up and about. 


Swimming - A great way to exercise 
without realising! A full body workout 
doesn’t have to be hard when there’s 
water and pool toys involved, what's 
better is under 17s can go free if they 
have a slice card. 

Free for under 17s with a slice card in 
General swim sessions only. Leys Pool 
and Leisure Centre. 


Modern Art Oxford - Pass up on the 
classical art museum experience and 
take your teens out to see something 
revolutionary and relevant rather than 
something they've seen a million times 
before. Feed their creativity and keep 
them curious with a trip to Oxfords 
only modern art museum. 

Free entry. Tuesday to Friday,10am- 
5pm. 30 Pembroke Street. 


Take a well-deserved break from the 
hassle of the summer holidays and 
check out these events which are ideal 
for adults. 


PHIZZICAL Productions present 

their brand new show Bring on the 
Bollywood, bursting in to Oxford 
Playhouse on Tuesday 15 to Saturday 
19 August. With a dynamic cast of 
celebrated British Asian performers and 
young rising stars, the comedic musical 
of East meets West brings the explosive 
colour, vibrancy and beauty of classic 
Bollywood to the British stage. Bring 

on the Bollywood opens in Oxford 

on the 70th anniversary of Indian 
Independence. 

New and old collide in this vivid 
comedy, full of intertwined love stories, 
dazzling dance and a sensational 
soundtrack. Bring on the Bollywood 
takes a love story inspired by real life, 
filters it through classical comedies 
from Goldsmith to Shakespeare and 
infuses it with all the energy of a great 
Bollywood musical. Come and join 


German Bierfest - The annual German 
Bierfest is back! Go and enjoy specially 
brewed beer, bratwursts or just go to 
gaze at the scenery. Lounge about in 
their bier garden in the afternoon then 
go party in the Bavarian FestTent in the 
evening, a perfect day out. 

Free entry. 17-20 August, 12pm-11pm. 
Broad Street. 


Beer and Music Festival — Whether 
you're looking for great live music, great 
beer, cider and ales or great food you're 
sure to find it here, already having run 

for eight years, Cornerstone really have 
perfected the unique experience you can 
only get from an event like this. 

Free entry. 28-30 July. Cornerstone Arts 
Centre. 


Looking for fun, free things to do this 
summer? Look no further! 

1. On the perfect sunny day, why not 
Picnic up at Shotover? Take pack lunches 
for everybody and follow the trails for an 
idyllic experience of authentic nature in 
the heart of Oxford. | recommend the 
sandpit for the perfect picnic spot (just 
follow the yellow circle posts!). 


Bollywood 
co md Oxford! 


Katrina, our headstrong heroine, as 
she leaves London and returns to her 
ancestral home, the shabby and un- 
chic Lakshman Villa, for her brother's 
wedding. Here she finds a meddling 
mother, a line of suitors and, just 
possibly, true love... 

Created and directed by Samir 
Bhamra, Artistic Director of Phizzical 
Productions and Creative Director 
of the London Asian Film Festival, 
this dynamic nationwide touring 
production brings a kaleidoscope of 
colour and Bollywood magic for this 
delightfully romantic riot of Anglo- 
Indian exuberance. 

Newcomer Nisha Aaliya plays the 
fiery heroine Dr. Katrina Pawar and is 
accompanied by a cast of 13 fellow 


Bollywood performers including Avita 


Jay (Spare, New Diorama Theatre) and 


Barlow’s Let It Shine (BBC One). Making 
his professional acting debut is Robby 
Khela, whose work in music has seen 


him support pop acts such as Craig 
David, Blue, Lemar, Girls Aloud and 
Misteeq on tour. 

Bring on The Bollywood is a 
love letter to traditional Bollywood, 
innovated for musical theatre 
aficionados and contemporary 
Bollywood lovers alike. 


Anthony Sahota a recent finalist on Gary 


2. If you're looking for a hassle free 
day out, downloading the free huntzz 
app will provide you with free Treasure 
Hunts around Oxford. Unlock Oxford’s 
history and take advantage of all 
modern technology has to offer. 

3. Summer showers are practically 
impossible to deny in England, so 
making finger puppets out of old 
clothes is a great way to keep the 
restless entertained. Free templates are 
easily available online. 

4. Wild Swimming at Port Meadow 

is easy, free and a unique Oxford 
experience. 


rs. i 
5. If you have a well-stocked kitchen 
(with flour, cornflour, salt, vegetable oil 
and food colouring to be precise) then 
get messy and make some Play Dough. 
Find the exact recipe free online. 
6. Making a den is an experience every 
child deserves, simply round up all the 
blankets and pillows you own and with 
some strategically placed chairs you'll 
soon have the perfect hideaway to read, 
play and watch. 
7. If you're looking to get your kids’ 
reading then having a Book Marathon 
might be just what you need, either 


sign them up at your local library or 
have one in the family, the aim of which 
is to see who can read the most over 
the six weeks. 

8. Potato Printing is a fun and easy way 
to do some arts and crafts. Simply cut 

a potato in half, shape the flat side into 
whatever you would like, get some 
paint and paper and stamp to your 
hearts content. 


9. To keep drawing exciting why not 
encourage some Pavement Chalk Art. 
Simply grab some coloured chalk and 
create some colourful pictures for all 
the neighbours to enjoy, the rain will 
wash away your art so no cleaning is 
required! 

10. Get Baking! While it takes an adult a 
couple of hours to make a cake or plate 
of cookies, baking can be a day full of 
entertainment for a young child, and 
the tasty reward for their hard work will 
make it all the more enjoyable. 
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AND a very happy summer holidays to all of you! 

| expect you are all delighted to be off school for the 
next few weeks - but how are you going to fill your 
days? 

Well our newest team member, Scarlett, has been 
busy putting together some ideas for you and your 
family to enjoy this summer, so if you are looking for 
inspiration | am sure you will find that really useful 
(see centre page). 

We have another great colouring competition for 
you to get stuck into, and the winner will receive a 
fabulous prizes so get those creative juices flowing 
and send us your entry by the closing date to be in 
with a chance of winning. 

| am sure that some of you will be lucky enough 
to enjoy a holiday or a day trip to the seaside, and if 
you do then please send us any photos, poems or 
drawings so that we can see what you have been up 
to. If you are staying at home for the summer then 
there are loads of things you can do to keep busy. 

As well as enjoying the great outdoors with 

picnics in the park, nature walks and cycling or 
scooting around the Leys with your friends, the team 
at CDI have got together to organise some wonderful 
things for you to take part in-you can read about 
their summer project on this page-just look out for 
BARBEQUE HEAT SPLASH their poster advertising it all. 
BEACH HOLIDAY SUMMER Whatever you decide to do this summer please 
BUCKETANDSPADE ICE SUNFLOWER have a lovely time, stay safe, have fun and lookout 
BUTTERFLY LOTION SUNSHINE for each other while you are enjoying our fantastic 
CREAM PICNIC SURF community here on the Leys. 


FLOWER POOL SWIM Have fun and we will be back in September! 
FRISBEE SANDCASTLE VACATION Sarah x 


Competition Winners 


Colouring Competition 

Last issue's winners are Maletzi (top), age 11, 
from Blackbird Leys, and Poppy (bottom), age 9, 
also from Blackbird Leys. They both will receive 
a prize. 
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The Gruffalo Competition 

Congratulations to Annie, age 10, of Greater 
Leys, who received four tickets to the show at 
the Oxford Playhouse. 


Colouring 
Competition 


Your name: 


Age: 


Name of parent or guardian: 
Phone number: 


Address: 


The closing date for entries is 15 

August. Send your entries to Leys l 

News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater į 
I 
I 


Melissa Stewart wwe. CPoOboppledesigng.cos 


Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX 


Mental Health Services in UK 2017: 
Overwhelmingly incompetent 


Our reporter 


reflects on the help available for young 
men who are suffering from mental 


health problems. 


I AM 22 and have a long history 
of depression and anxiety. | was 
‘officially’ diagnosed with depression 
in November 2015 after falling victim 
to ajob scam with a con marketing 
firm and was put on Citalopram. 2015 
was an incredibly bad year for me 
but I'd been suffering from mental 
illness for quite a while before then, 
the diagnosis was late, but better late 
than never. 

| suffered largely with anxiety from 
the age of 13 with symptoms such 
as panic attacks and days on end of 
feeling breathless became the norm 
throughout my teenage years. 


A lot of positives have occurred 

in my dysfunctional life since 
November 2015. | completed my 
NCTJ Journalism Diploma living 
independently in Portsmouth for six 
months, worked on Channel 4 as a 
continuity announcer, and worked as 
a receptionist for a care home. 

It was fun working with the old 
people but the management were 
questionable and used bully boy 
tactics which in the end forced 
me out. | was leaving to better my 
career anyway. However, is now 
July 2017, nearly two years since 
my official diagnosis of depression 
which I believe has been caused by 
different factors. If I'm honest, despite 
my periods of unemployment, 
discrimination and instability in 
childhood, I'm still no further forward 
with receiving the appropriate and 
relevant care to fulfil a positive state 
of mind. 


When I was living in Portsmouth | 
had counselling for my depression at 
college which | really felt was a great 
support and helped me to complete 
my fast track journalism course in six 
months. Sadly, I left college and as 
a result the counselling finished and 
as | started to get low again | was 
back to square one. | started feeling 
low again because of issues with 
my personal relationships and the 
fact that | was frustrated that I'd just 
completed my journalism course but | 
was still unemployed (and still am). 

On a positive note | have 
had several interviews at media 
companies with mixed results but am 
still waiting to hear back from two | 
went to recently, at Channel 4 and ITV, 
so fingers crossed for that. 


| felt so hopeless and inferior to those 
around me that I shoved an overdose 
of Citalopram down my throat and 
tried to take my own life. | spent the 
night being assessed in hospital and 
was eventually let go at 6am with 

the knowledge that I'd be seen by 
Wallingford Mental Health Team in 
the coming weeks. 

| attended an ‘assessment’ at 
the hospital and was seen by an 
Occupational Therapist and another 
man which lasted 45 minutes where 
| talked openly about my previous 
experiences of suffering from mental 
illness. This becomes tiresome 
because for every new person you see 
you find yourself having to explain 
what led you to them over and over. 

It was a miscalculation on the 
MH's team part for setting up a 
meeting with an Occupational 
Therapist because | honestly felt 
she didn't seem to get where | was 
coming and after me chasing up 
via email two weeks later she finally 
responded. 

It was agreed after the meeting 
that I'd meet with a Support Worker 
who used to work in journalism that 
could offer me some advice. The 
support worker visited my house and 
we had a chat for about half an hour (I 
did most of the talking) before he left. 
To my knowledge Wallingford Mental 
Health Team had done their bit and I'd 
been formally discharged from their 
services. 


| feel myself going around in circles 
as | hear the same thing from 

each of these services as there is 

a guaranteed waiting list and you 
won't be seen straight away. Some 
are potentially waiting a year to be 
seen. This is largely due to lack of 
resources and cuts to funding where 
mental health professionals have 
been left redundant. 

I've contemplated suicide several 
times since the episode in April yet | 
am left feeling hopeless and isolated 
that there is no immediate help 
out there. My mental health issues 
are having a serious effect on my 
relationships and my employment 
prospects but | am left in the dark 
worrying about when I next will 
receive help. 

Most recently | suffered a mental 
breakdown where | went away to 
Scotland for a week because | had 
undertaken a temporary job at 
a pub where | was discriminated 
against for my disability, Dyspraxia 
by the owner. | was upset due to the 
fact | finally had got a job stepping 
out of my comfort zone as it is not 
an easy thing for a someone with 
challenging co-ordination skills to 
work in that environment. | went 
home that night and explained the 
situation to my mum but it ended 
in an explosive row so | took off up 
north. 

When I came back from Scotland 
| requested to see a doctor as my 
mental state has not got any better 
and | believe my current medication 
was and still is not sufficient enough. 

| saw anew doctor recently and 
it was really refreshing to have 
someone understand my frustration 
about my bad experiences with 
these organisations and she 
suggested 'Complex Needs' which 
works with people with long term 
emotional and mental health 
difficulties. One of their website it 
explains 'Such difficulties are often 
treatable consequences of earlier 
experiences of poor treatment or 
exclusion’. 

Fantastic, sounds exactly what | 
need. So l've waited two weeks for 
my GP to be in touch about a referral 
and heard nothing so | chased up it 
up today and have been informed | 
have to wait...THREE MONTHS that’s 


right THREE MONTHS before | receive 


an assessment and that’s even 
before any group therapy session Is 


it really acceptable for someone who 


is vulnerable and prone to suicidal 


thinking to wait THREE MONTHS for 
an assessment? 

| was led to believe by my GP that | 
would be seen as soon as possible by 
this organisation and was optimistic 
about a step on the right direction, 
however again | am banging my head 
against a brick wall trying to seek help 


which she retorted ' You should be 
coming to them’ (The victims) which 
is absolutely right. 

Haven't these victims suffered 
enough without the added burden 
of trying to seek the right support 
when they have lost everything? Also 
of the four medical professionals 


who appeared opposite the victims 
on Victoria Derbyshire, not a single 
one of them wanted to accept blame 
or responsibility so where you have 
to ask yourself does this leave the 
vulnerable victims? 

There seriously needs to be 
amore immediate response to 
supporting people with serious and 
complex mental issues because it 
is grotesquely unfair for those like 
myself who are suffering. Just imagine 
if someone had a physical illness they 
would be treated straight away but 
because your illness is invisible your 
supposed to ‘hold the line’. 

Society has come a long way in 
its attitudes towards mental health 
but we still have a long way to go. 

If the medical profession does not 
take mental illness seriously how 
are ordinary people expected to 
understand or be less judgemental? 


that isn't really there. 

I've been told by these mental 
health organisations that | have to 
wait four weeks for an appointment 
which is bad enough but 12 weeks 
is an absolute failure of both the 
government and the NHS and 
vulnerable people like me living with 
mental health conditions are being 
neglected as it shows a complete 
disregard for the importance of 
positive mental health and recovery. 

On a recent episode of the 
Victoria Derbyshire radio show, | was 
absolutely disgusted to learn that 
victims of the Grenfell Tower were 
still waiting FIVE WEEKS ON to receive 
any form of counselling from the 
appropriate bodies. 

These are people suffering from 
what I can only imagine is a severe 
form of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
who have lost loved ones, lost their 
homes and are currently residing in 
temporary accommodation miles 
from where they originally lived yet 
when Victoria Derbyshire challenged 
a local GP about the help available he 
responded 'Come and speak to us' to 


Oxford TODAY 


Get the latest local community news 
on your mobile phone, tablet and PC. 


Oxford Today is the digital home of the Community 
Media Group. Publishers of all the hyperlocal 
newspapers that are distributed across Oxford. 


Oxford Today will give you: 


e The latest news stories affecting you in 
your local area and across Oxford 


e Events happening across Oxford 
e Jobs and recruitment news 


e Opportunities to upload your own events 
and news stories 


e 24 hour news 
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THE POLICE DON'T TOLERATE HATE CRIME 


WHY SHOULD YOU? 


IM AM EMERGENCY ALWAYS DIAL 999 
FILLING OUT A SELF REPORTING FORM 
REPORTING OF LIME 


CONTACTING YOUR LOCAL POLICE STATION 


Wednesdays 6.15 - 7.45 
starting 13 September 2017 


at The Oxford Academy, Sandy Ln W, Oxford OX4 4JZ 
Weekly meetings discovering stories and poems for 


sheer enjoyment, looking at how writers weave their 


effects, led by novelist Tim Pears 


No pens, no paper, no 
prep - like a book club 


but without the homework 
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HATE CRIME: Poster 


campaign launched 


ASET of posters will be launched 
by Oxford City Council and Thames 
Valley Police to urge everybody to 
report hate crime if they experience 
or witness it. 

While Oxford remains a culturally 
diverse tolerant city, figures 
have shown reports of racist and 
homophobic incidents increased by 
more than 40 per cent last year. As 
part of a long-planned awareness 
raising campaign, the set of posters 
reflect Oxford City Council's efforts 
to build and bring together stronger, 
safer communities. 

Reporting hate crime helps 
ensure the police have a clearer 
understanding of its level of 
incidence in Oxford and can make 
the right decisions to tackle it. 
Without that knowledge the council, 


the local police, and other bodies will 
be less effective in helping to keep 
our communities safe. 

The posters are the result of a 
collaboration with Shaista Obaidi, 
an Oxford anti-racism campaigner, 
to tackle racial and religious 
harassment. The poster's message 
of “Don't suffer in silence - Report 
it!” is one which the City Council 
and Thames Valley Police, strongly 
support. 

Councillor Tom Hayes, Executive 
Board Member for Community 
Safety, said: "This Council is 
committed to working with all our 
partners to challenge prejudice and 
intimidation, and will always take 
incidents of hate crime extremely 
seriously. That's why we're working 
with local residents to launch 


this set of posters this week. We 
want everybody who experiences 
or sees hate crime to report it. 
Nobody should suffer in silence. 

I'm pleased that this Council will 

be building on this long-planned 
awareness campaign with a motion 
condemning hate crime and calling 
for national action at our Full Council 
meeting this week." 

Shaista Obaidi said: "It's vital that 
Oxford sends out the clear message 
that we have a zero tolerance policy 
towards all forms of bigotry. Oxford 
is an international city, we are a city 
proud of our diversity and we stand 
in solidarity with anyone subjected 
to abuse based on their identity. 
Hate crime will not be tolerated and 
these new posters are here to make 
that clear." 


Relax and meditate 
to cope with loss 


LOCAL writer and Leys News 
columnist Jane Yates has recorded 
a guided meditation to help people 
cope when their pets die. Jane, 
who lost her own beloved dog 
and constant companion Mandy 
six months ago, recorded the 
meditation after struggling to come 
to terms with her own loss. 

She said: “The grief of losing Mandy 


hit me so hard that | struggled to sleep. 


It was heart breaking. I didn’t have 
her ashes, and there wasn’t a funeral 
so there wasn't really any closure. | 
just came home and couldn't settle. | 
couldn't sleep and that was the worst 
part of it because | was so used to 
Mandy lying on my bed.” 

According to the Pet Food 
Manufacturers Association, which 
commissions the annual Pet 
Population Report, in 2016 it was 
estimated that 11 million or 40 per 
cent of households in the UK have 
pets. The pet population in the UK 
stands at around 57 million and 40 
per cent of those pets are dogs. 

Jane has been featured on BBC 
Oxford, The Paula Vail show on BBS 
internet radio and For the Love of 
Reiki on Voice-America internet radio. 
Thousands of pet owners across the 
world have already listened to her 
meditation. 


Jane added: “When Mandy died 
| was disappointed with the lack of 
support available for grieving pet 
owners. When my mother died | 
went to the doctor, | got medication 
and was offered counselling. 
Everybody would listen to me 
endlessly talking about my mother 
and my mother's memories, but it 
was completely different for Mandy. 


“| just really want to help people 
who have gone through the same 
thing and to show them that they are 
not alone and there is a safe place 
where they can connect with the 
memory of their pet. When | listen 
to it, it does make me cry but | think 
that's all part of the healing process. | 
think once you cry you shift a bit and 
feel a bit better.” 


E For more info about Jane’s RELAX: Guided Meditation to aid sleep after the loss of a beloved 
dog visit: www.facebook.com/RELAX-friendship-and-sharing-storys-after-the-loss-of-a-beloved- 


dog-796583110498700/ 
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Keep going 
and don't give up 


BY GEORGE SCOTLAND 


Help su port 
vulnera 

families with 
Home-Start Oxford 


FOR a working class lad from Berinsfield 
leaving school aged 16 with four 
GCSEs maybe the odds of success 
were stacked against me to achieve a 
respected career. 

However six years later | sit here 
writing this knowing exactly what 
I want to do with my life..lbecome 
a professional journalist and one 
day in the near future a broadcaster 
recognised as a household name (it's 
good to dream and why not). 

I've come way since school and 
where other people my age might 
have ‘fallen off the wagon’ after 
leaving school with little or next to no 
qualifications I've always dreamed of 
bettering myself and proving people 
wrong with a true underdog type 
attitude. 

I'm halfway there to achieving my 
dream. Well to be honest more than 
half way there. I am now on paper a 
qualified journalist after completing 
an NCTJ Diploma Fast track course 
and have come along way since 
volunteering with the Leys News less 
than three years ago. In that short 
space of time I've had work experience 
at local television, BBC, announced 
programmes for Channel 4 and most 
recently had an interview at ITV. 

| have such a passion for the media 
but believe the system is flawed and 
and schemes like 'work experience’ or 
‘internships' generally favour people 
from middle class backgrounds who 
can afford to work for free and travel to 
locations without being reimbursed by 
the organisation. 

Work experience and internships are 
invaluable in terms of gaining hands on 
skills and getting a taster of the media 
environment however, often these 
organisations are more than happy to 
use enthusiastic, budding individuals 
as a form of cheap labour while a 
member of staff is away on holiday. | 
think this gives many job seekers a false 
sense of security because they are out 
to prove how much of an asset they 
could potentially be for say example, a 
newsroom but are fundamentally being 
used as an ‘extra pair of hands. 

If you are unemployed like 
myself, and have been previously, 
it is particularly challenging to find 
the money to get together to attend 
traineeship placements if you will not 
be reimbursed. 

Earlier this year, fresh out of 
journalism college | went for a job 
interview with a local newspaper where 
the Editor was extremely impressed 
with my enthusiasm and passion 
for journalism offering me a one 


week placement that could lead to a 
permanent paid position. 

I came in that week eager to impress 
and write as many articles as | could 
probably totalling about 20 articles but 
it seemed as if | not done enough to 
land a job. For me News Editors needs 
to understand | am 22 years old and not 
the ‘finished article’ in any way shape or 
form but | have potential to succeed in 
this industry, I am a qualified journalist 
so maybe give me a chance. 

Editors do not like taking risks and 
understandably want reporters with 
experience, however where does this 
leave someone like me trying to make 
my way in this industry? I can feel 
rather frustrated having spent a vast 
sum of my own money paying to live 
in Portsmouth while | undertook my 


journalism course. Sometimes it can 


may you think of giving up all together. 
Despite all this, why on earth would 

I give up now? I've come so far and am 

only a few steps away from achieving 

my goals. For example just last week 

| was rubbing shoulders with Fred 


Dineage and Sangetta Barbara from ITV 


Meridian which was unthinkable just 
two short years ago. 

Statistically if you went to a private 
school you are more likely to become a 


journalist than say someone who went 


to a state comprehensive because of 


the fact you are well connected and mix 


in the higher social circles. For me this 
is ludicrous, because if as a journalist 
you are meeting people of all different 
backgrounds and if you say you had a 


fairly privileged upbringing how are you 


meant to feel sympathy or empathy for 


someone who's lived a less fortunate life 
than yours with all the tragedy involved. 


To succeed in the media you 
definitely need to develop resilience 
and persistence like myself because 
you are entering an incredibly 
competitive industry that thousands 
of other people are trying to get into. 
| have learnt to be resilient because 
even after all the knockbacks I am still 


attending interviews with the biggest 
media organisations in the country 
namely BBC, Channel 4 and ITV which is 
spurring me on. 

Most of these organisations will 
reimburse your transport fare even if 
you haven't been successful which is 
great. There are some great local media 
outlets are which offer work experience 
like Leys News who helped me settle on 
a career choice. 

Leys News is a social enterprise that 
gives local people the opportunity to 
get hands on experience of writing for 
local papers and Sarah Edwards, the 
editor was so impressed with my work 
she encouraged me to pursue a career 
in the media. 

As the Leys News is a social 
enterprise that relies on grants to 
operate, they have always been severely 
underfunded but in my opinion have 
always over delivered in terms of papers 
produced and the quality of content. 

Volunteers give their free time to 
write for Leys News however I can't 
help but wonder how great the project 
could become if it was able to run as a 
business which employed local people 
who want to break into the media and 
what a fantastic stepping stone it would 
be. Leys News has created the benefit 
of supporting local people in the 
community through giving them the 
opportunity to develop skills essential 
to becoming a journalist. 

Leys News is unique in what it does 
but if we had more organisations like it 
around then people from working class 
backgrounds would feel confident and 
be inspired to undertake a career in the 
media. Which is a gap currently missing 
as journalism is still very much a middle 
class profession that needs the voices 
for people of all different backgrounds 
whether they be of ethnic origin, 
disabled or other minority groups. 
More equality and diversity is needed 
so these people are represented across 
the media which is historically and is still 
currently an ‘elitist’ industry’. 


OXFORD based family support 
charity Home-Start is looking for 
volunteers to help vulnerable 
families. 

The charity provides a 
befriending service, helping 
parents grow in confidence, make 
connections and get the support 
they need to thrive as a family 
through parent to parent support. 

Home-Start worker Annie 
Brylewska-Cooper said “Parenting 
is the hardest job at the best of 
times; it can be incredibly isolating 
when times are tough. But it's an 
incredibly important job. 

"The desire to give our children 
the best start in life is what unites 
parents of all backgrounds. That's 
where Home-Start come in. 

We are a family support charity 
working with families in Oxford 
city and central Oxfordshire who 


Sane 


Ouro 
upper kal frer 
fu fumi 


“What you do is invaluable - it's unique and very 
special, My volunteer has had the patience of a 
salnt, fantastle ideas and has been very accepting 


of our family situation.” 


have at least one child under five. 
The majority of families referred 
to our service are supported 

by a wonderful team of trained 
volunteers, who each deliver 2-4 
hours of support per week.” 

If you have experience as a 
parent, grandparent or carer and 
could spare 2-4 hours per week 
to support a vulnerable family 
in need either in Oxford City or 
central Oxfordshire, please get in 
touch on 01865 779991 or admin@ 
homestart-oxford.org.uk to register 
your interest for our next Volunteer 
Preparation Course, starting 
September 2017. 


E For more information see 
www.homestartoxford.org.uk 


€ Calling all parents... 


Could you spare 2 - 4 hours per week to help 
give vulnerable families a great start in life? 


“Tam told that lam a lifeline and can see what a difference afew hours of 
someone showing they care and giving emotional and practical support 


makes." 
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@ www.leysnews.co.uk 


© @leysnewseditor 


@ 01865 711756 


@ editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 12 months). 
To book your space ring John, 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 & 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
T 01865 338050 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Spice Box 

Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 

T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 0X4 4HX 
T 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
0X4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 
34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
T 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children /babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


JOBS 


Start your own business with Neals Yard 


Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
T 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
@ 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 
OX4 3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

T 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com 
/LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
T 01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, 0X2 9DY. 
T 01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


imi £ l 
JĀ 4 bedroom houses URGENTLY 


needed! Wie wili rent gr Bary! 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Wanta fast sale at near market price? 
& Solutions for properties with little or 
e no equity, refurbishment work taken 


= on. Whatever your circumstances 
there may be a solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 
E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 


HOLIDAY COACH TRIPS 


WESTON SUPER-MARE 


Saturday 12 August, leaving BBL Community Centre at 8am. £18 


NEWQUAY 


Seven day holiday 16-22 September, The Barrowfield Hotel. Indoor swimming 
pool, sauna and jaccuzi includes coach travel bed & breakfast and evening meal. 
Entertainment every night, inc two games of cash bingo. Ten minute walk to town 
centre. Optional daytrips daily. Refreshment bingo and raffles served on all trips 


en-route. Price: £299 pp. 


E Telephone Julie on 07754 217128 


WHAT'S ON 


IN THE LEYS 


A guide to what's available locally. 
If you want a free listing for your service 
or event, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T Call or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


E Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15-5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

E Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

T Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 

T Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


m Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


Œ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4-5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 


Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T 01865 770403 


LEISURE 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 
T Hannah, 07512 364367 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 


for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 

or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


EŒ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844 893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7W). 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Cub 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 


CALLING ALL SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN! 


Would you like your sporting 
achievements featured in Leys News? 
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Blackbird Leys 


James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E The Listening Centre 
Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 


WELLBEING 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 


NOTICES 


Get fit, tone and lose weight. BH 01865 794794 m Tai Chi & Qigong THE LEYS WI Community Centre 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the Ark T Class every Thursday morning 9.45— Meets the first Wednesday of 
Centre, Cowley. E Survivors 10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, each month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. @ Blackbird Leys Community © Leys CDI Youth Project 


Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. All ladies aged 18 or over Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot After School Club and Arts Award 


BBLeys. £4 per class. Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. T 07974185554 are welcome to attend. To use the free Wi-Fi please select Project, Mondays, 3.30-8pm 

T Trish, 07957754355 A self-help group of people who use E Rosewood Club T 07973 336 041 ‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ Battlefield of the Mind (Young 

trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk or have used Mental Health Services, För pannlewith dementia Based atThe W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com women’s project), Tuesdays, 
working together to get support or to seman! i E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk e 3.30-7.30pm 

E Yoga For All Clockhouse in Greater Leys. Open Monday BLITZ p 


share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 


Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
T 07729 581975 


12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


to Friday, 9.30am—3pm. Offers you a 
stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your carer gets a well-earned rest. 
£20 per day includes a two course lunch, 
refreshments and entertainment. Come 
and see what you think by arranging an 
informal visit. Call Julie Perks on 749349 or 
email rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


SOCIALIST PARTY 
MEETING 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 


@ Credit Union 
Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 


The Clockhouse Community Centre 


Tea-Time Social 
Every Monday (except 28 August Bank 
Holiday). Enjoy a cup of tea and a chat. 
1.30-3.30 pm. £1. 


News And Views 

Friday 10am—12noon (term time only) 
— Blackbird Leys Library 

phone A&W College 01235 216459 


Art Group 


sasha.east@abingdon-witney.ac.uk 


Age Uk Drop-In 
Next one: Monday 31 July, 2-3.30pm. 


Island Ink: Celebrating the 
journalistic Heroes of the Caribbean 
Inspiring history group with local 
historian Natty Mark. 
Monday 11am-12noon (but no session 
on Bank Holidays) 
Explore the international/British black 
community's contribution, through 
the eyes and ears of accredited black 
journalists. Learn of their impressive 
life stories during turbulent times! 


Dance 

Back again Monday 4 Sept. 11am- 
12pm, £2. Beginners and seated 
dancers very welcome. No partners 
needed. 


Tai Chi 


Singing For Fun 
Every Tuesday. Please phone: 395908 
if you would like to join this fun group. 


Wednesday Crafts 

Weekly 11 am—12.30 pm. Bring your 
knitting, crochet, sewing or drawing/ 
colouring, it’s never too late to learn a 
craft and join us for a natter. £1 


Phoenix Rising 

We have moved to the Clockhouse — 
Weekly group meets on a Wednesday 
1.30—4pm — activities, speakers, trips 
please call Sheila Kelly 07534740589 or 
395908 Weare closed for August. 


Gardening Club 


monthly meetings! £2. 


Evening Socials 


7-9pm. £2. 


New! Discovering Family History 
Delve into the past and discover your 
family history. Sessions will start again 


in September 2017 


Yoga 


Every Tuesday 10—11am, £2. 


Returning 5 Septemer. 


Every Thursday 10—1am. 


Last session for summer 27 July 


Over-50S Advice 
Monthly session. BOOK appointments 
10am-12pm. Tel: 395908. 


start back 7 September. £2. 
Boost your flexibility, improve your 
fitness and have fun! 


Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater 
Leys OX4 7FF. Thursdays from 2—4 pm. 
Reopening in September. £1 


Next one: Thursday 3 August, 2—4pm. 
Adults of all ages welcome at these 
Adults of all ages welcome! 


Wednesday 30 August: QUIZ NIGHT. 


To book your place tel: 0774 779 0154 


Volunteer car drivers needed! 
Help Leys residents with mobility 
difficulties to reach Clockhouse 
Project activities. 

Tel: 395908 for details. 


DAYBREAK’s Rosewood Club 
Fun, sociable and stimulating days 
for people with dementia, and a 
break for their carers. £15 a day 
(including a hot two-course meal) 
plus a transport charge if used. 

Tel: 749349 for details or to book an 
initial visit. 


About us 

The Clockhouse Project works 
with/for over-50s living in the 

Leys area. It’s part of local charity 
Leys Community Development 
Initiative (Leys CDI). The Clockhouse 
building is supported by Catalyst, 
GreenSquare, and A2Dominion, to 
benefit the local community. 


: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


E The Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, Greater Leys 0X4 7FX (look forthe clocks ontheroof) %& 01865 395908 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 

Eucharist: Sundays, 10am, with children’s activities. 
Timeout: Reflective worship. Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 
Church Office Hour: Tuesdays 1.30-2.30pm and 
Thursdays 10-11am, or by appointment. For 
enquiries, hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 

T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 

www. holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 

Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s 
liturgy; and at 6pm. 

T Rev. Nazarius Mgungwe, 01865 776903 

E: sacredheartchurchoxford@gmail.com 
www.sacredheartoxford.com 


E Christ Embassy Oxford 

R&R Frontline Studios, Sandy Lane, 
Oxford 0X4 6LJ 

Sundays: 10am—12.30pm, 
Wednesdays: 7pm—9pm 

T 07984 070632 

www. christembassy-oxford.org 


E Mountain of Fire & Miracles Ministries 
49 Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 2ER 
Sundays: Worship/Praise Service, 1lam—2pm 
Wednesdays: Deliverance, Prayer Quake, Bible 
Studies, 7pm—9pm 

First Saturday of the Month: PMCH (Power Must 
Change Hand), 7am 

T 07438 944186 and 07449 171785 


Œ Leys Community Church 

Meets at Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground, 
Blackbird Leys Road. 

T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


E Chrisco Ministries 

Meets at Jack Agent Room 

at the BBL Community Centre, 
Sundays: 1lam—2pm 

T 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


E Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 


Saturday first service: 9.45-11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 


www.freebible.org.uk 


EŒ Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 
Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 

Bible Study: Sundays, 11am—12pm. 

T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 964056 
E: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


Œ Redeem Christian Church of God 

Meets at the Sacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 

Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Weds: 6—8pm, except last Fri of month. 
T 07825 679044 

www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


E Kingsway International Christian Centre 
Sunday service: 11am—1pm, children's 

church runs concurrently. 

Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 

Greater Leys 0X4 7BU. 

T 07951262426 

E: admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


people and families 
SF 01865 816202 Opening Times: Mondays 
11am-1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3-5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 


@ FriendLeys 

Community coffee morning, 
£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
@ 01865 402070 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 

T Trish, 07824 644874 


@ Oxford Polish Association 
T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 

New members always welcome. 
Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 

T 07775 945279 


SPORTS HALL 
@ Boxing Club 
Juniors and Seniors. @& For details contact Tony, 01865 432995 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
fast wired internet connection, range of activities. 

ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 

Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. For more details contact 


Jayne on 01865 402070 


E Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 
E: blackbirdleyscommcentre@oxford.gov.uk 


For further details 
contact Shirley Williams 

on 01865 770626 

or Kathy on 07983 520324 
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Now let's look at the games. First, 
Oxford played Middlesbrough for the 
second time this year obviously the 
first being that FA Cup game where 
United put in an amazing effort but 
came up just short at the Riverside 


Hull but it wasn’t enough for them as 
Oxford went on to finish their week in 
the Algarve with a 2-1 win. 

Since arriving back from Portugal 
there has been both good and bad 
times on and off the pitch for Oxford. 
Stadium in February. On Tuesday Pep introduced another 

Oxford started the match with fresh face into the squad as Oxford 
Simon Eastwood in goal a back four off signed highly rated former Barcelona 
Christian Ribeiro, Curtis Nelson, Aaron B Midfielder Josep Miquel Fernandez 
Martin, Marvin Johnson. The midfield Codina (Xemi) the midfielder is 22 and 
was made up off Malachi Napa, John was recently released from Barcelona 
Lundstram, Ryan Ledson and Joe B after helping them gain promotion 
Rothwell, New signing Jordan Obika last season. 
played up front with Kane Hemmings. On the flip side the shocking news 

The game itself was pretty coming out of Oxford United this 
uneventful, and in the end it finished week is that last season's top scorer 
0-0 with neither side being able to and key player Chris Maguire hasn't 
break through two good defenceson renewed his contract and instead 
the day. joined fellow Sky Bet League 1 side 

The second game of the week Bury Town. 
was against a Hull side that is going Another outgoing for the Yellows 
through a lot of change. The team that that is due to be announced soon 
played against Hull was Scott Shearer, | and may even have been announced 
Canice Carrol, Fiarce Kellher, Charlie as you read this, is that of the 
Raglan, Marvin Johnson, Rob Hall, John skipper John Lundstram to Sky Bet 
Lundstram, Josh Ruffels, Joe Rothwell, © Championship new comers Sheffield 
James Henry and Wes Thomas. United. The fee is believed to be in 

Wes Thomas opened the scoring the region of £500,000-600,000. 
after 32 minutes to give Oxford a 1-0 On the pitch the Yellows played 
Lead. Wes Thomas then doubled the first friendly of the season at the 
his Tally for the day and doubled Kassam Stadium against another 
Oxford's lead after 52 minutes. Adama championship side Brentford and sadly 
Diomande then brought one back for this time came to a narrow defeat 3-4. 


BY JOE PARKER and two games against championship 
teams Middlesbrough and Hull City, 
both teams that were relegated from 
the top flight in May. 

The team headed out with new 
signings Scott Shearer, Charlie Raglan 


(permanent signing after a successful 


Oxford runners 
Invited to take part 
in first marathon in 
Russian twin city 


loan spell), Fiarce Kellher arrived from 
Celtic and Jordan Obika. While the 
Yellows were out there, they also 
announced the signing of Dwight 
Tiendalli and James Henry. Both 
players who will be hoping for a big 
season. 


OXFORD United headed to the 
Algarve in Portugal with a new 
manager earlier this month as Pep 
Clotet took his new team for a week 
off to enjoy warm weather training 


ADVERTISEMENT 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


In partnership with 


UC Universal 


Opening up work_ 


Benefits and 
tax credits 
are changing 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


RUNNERS have been invited 

to take part in the inaugural 
marathon in Oxford's twinned 
city of Perm, Russia. The event, 
the First Perm International 
Marathon, will take place across 
two days: Saturday 2 September 
and Sunday 3 September. 

Along with the full marathon, 
people will also be able to take 
part in a half marathon, and 
10km or 3km runs, through the 
city’s downtown area. 

On the Saturday, runner’s kits 
will be distributed and people 
will be able to take part in and 
enjoy master classes, games, and 
dance and music performances 
on the main stage. There 
will also be a running tour 
around Perm, a pasta party for 
marathon runners and a street 
food festival. 

On the Sunday, there will be 
warm-ups, performances and 
contests on the main stage, and 
the races themselves — which will 
be broadcast live on a screen. 


All finishers will receive a 
commemorative medal, and 
winners will receive diplomas, 
souvenirs and money prizes. 
The total prize fund will be 1.9m 
Russian Rubles (about £25,000). 
The Mayor of Perm, Dmitriy 
Samoylov, wrote to the Lord 
Mayor of Oxford, Councillor 
Jean Fooks, last week to invite 
representatives from Oxford to 
take part in the marathon. 

In the letter, he said: “I 
am sure that participation of 
people from our sister cities 
in this sporting event will 
contribute to strengthening 
friendship links between our 
cities.” 

Organisers have also offered 
to host Oxford runners in local 
homes. 

Oxford and Perm have 
been officially twinned since 
1995. Previous exchanges 
have included school 
children, dancers, musicians, 
disabled people, artists, 


environmentalists, lawyers, 
journalists and politicians. 

Perm is the most easterly city 
in Europe, situated 900 miles east 
of Moscow, between the Kama 
River and the Urals Mountains. 
It has an internationally-famous 
ballet school, a unique collection 
of religious wooden sculptures, 
and industries that cover 
everything from fine paper to 
aircraft engines. 

Councillor Fooks said: “| 
hope that some people will be 
able to take this opportunity to 
strengthen our links with our 
twin city, by joining in the first 
marathon in Perm in September.” 

Councillor Dee Sinclair, 
Executive Board Member for 
Culture and Communities, 
said: “This is an exciting first 
for our twin city of Perm which 
will serve to enhance and 
strengthen our links. | wish all 
participants good luck and send 
special thanks to the organisers. 
Have a wonderful time!” 


E To take part in the First Perm International Marathon as a representative of Oxford, 
please email internationallinks@oxford.gov.uk 


Get ready for 
Universal Credit 


1. Get a bank 
account 


You'll need an 
account for 
your monthly 
payment. 


2. Get online 


You'll need 
internet access 
to make and 
manage your 
Universal 
Credit claim. 


budgeting 
You'll need to 
budget so you 
can pay your 
rent, your bills 
and your other 
living costs. 


For up to date 
information and 
z advice, visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/uc 


Building a world-class city for everyone 


